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In the Claims; 




23. A portable device, comprising: 
a housing; 

a bar code reader: and 



OFFICIAL 



a thumb wheel adat)ted to facilitate user interaction with the portable device, the thumb wheel 
including a wheel portion rotatable about an axis, the wheel portion being aelectablv rotatable about 
the axis to facilitate a user selecting at least one function from a plurality of functions displayed on 
the display, and at least a portion of the thumb wheel extending from the housing, the wheel portion 
being transaxially moveable and wherein transaxial movement of the wheel portion initiates selection 
of the at least one function. 

24. Tbe device of claim 23, the thumb wheel being transaxially moveable. 

25. The device of claim 24, the thumb wheel being transaxially moved to effect selection 
of a function perfbmiablc by the device. 

26. The device of claim 24, the housing being adapted to be held bv one hand and the 
thumb wheel being transaxially moved to effect selection of a function using the one hand. 

27. The device of claim 23. further comprising a processor and a card slot adapted to 
receive a memory card storing executable programs that are executable by the processor, 

28- The device of claim 23. further comprising a display for displaying information 
scanned by the bar code reader, and the thumb wheel being employable to facilitate a user to scroll 
through the displayed infonnation. 

29. The device of claim 28. the thumb wheel being employed to select a subset of the 
displayed infon-nation. 



Receivedfrom<2166968731 >at10l24l034:23:01 PM[EastemDayli^^^ 



10/24/2003 15:19 FAX 216 896 8731 
09/921,103 



AMIN, & TUROCY LLP, 



E1003 
T068 




30. The device of claim 23, adapted to be held by a single hand of a user and providing for 
the user to employ the same hand to scroll throu)gh and select a function among a plurality of 
functions via the thumb wheel. 

3 1 , The device of claim 23, being user programmable so as to tailor the device to be able 
to execute desired functions, the thumb wheel being employable to scroll thrQuah the desired 
functions via rotation of the thumbwheel. 

32. The device of claim 3 L the Thumb wheel providing for selection of at least one of the 
functions via depressing the thumb wheel in a transaxial direction. 

33. The device of claim 32, further including a processor coupled to the thumbwheel, the 
processor adapted to execute functions selected via depressing the thumb wheel in a transaxial 
direction. 

34, The device of claim 23. further including a control circuit operativelv coupled to the 
thumb wheel and a processor, the control circuit adapted to provide at least one signal to the 
processor in response to movement of the thumb wheel. 

35, The device of claim 23, the thumb wheel being employable to activate the bar code 
scanner. 

36> The device of claim 23. further including a display for displaying a plurality of menus, 
the menus presenting a plurality of functions or sub functions, and the thumb wheel being 
employable to navigate through the respective menus. 

37. The device of claim 23, further including a transceiver to communicate to a remote 
computer a subset of collected data selected via a thumbwheel. 



38. A data collection device comprising: 

a bar code scanner for collecting infomiation: and 
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a thumb wheel that is rotatable about an axis and is transaxially moveable, the thumb wheel 
includinsLa whcel portion rotatable about an axis, the wheel portion being transaxiallv moveable, the 
wheel portion further being selectably rotatable about the axis to facilitate a user selecting at least one 
function from a plurality of functions^ displayed on the display, the plurality of fanctions comprising 
at least one of: scrolling through the collected infonnation, selecting a subset of the CQlleuted 
information, scrolling through a plurality of executable functions, and selecting a subset of the 
executable functions, wherein transaxial movement of the wheel portion initiates selection of the at 
least one function. 

39- The device of claim 38. the plurality of executable functions comprising one or more 
of: an inventory function, a production lot size function, a reorder level function, a safety stock 
function, a total relevant history cost function, an ordering cost function, and a marginal cost 
function, 

40. The device of claim 38, the bar code reader being employable in scanning a patient's 
ID tag, and the thumb wheel being employable to scroll through a plurality of screens relating to 
patient information, the screens being displayed bv a display that is part of the device. 

41. A portable inventory control device, comprising: 
means for scanning bar code information: and 

means for facilitating user interfacing with the device with a same user hand that is employed 
to concurrently hold the device^ the user interfacing comprising one or more of: scrolling through 
functions, scrolling through scanned items, selecting a subset of the functions, and selecting a subset 
of the scanned items, the means for facilitating user interfacing being selectablv rotatable about an 
axis, to facilitate a user selecting at least one function from a plurality of functions displayed on the 
display, the means for facilitating user interfacing including a wheel portion, the wheel portion being 
transaxiallv moveable and wherein transaxial movement of the wheel portion initiates selection of the 
at least one function. 

42. A method of using a portable inventoiy control device comprising: 
collecting information via a bar code reader 
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displaying the information v/a a display of the device: and 

selecting a dis played fiinction and/or item via a thumb wheel that is rotatable about an axisv 
the thumb wheel including a wheel portion rotatable about an axis, the wheel pOTtion^beinLr 
transaxially moveable, the wheel po rtion further bci^ig selectably rotatable about the axis to facilitate 
a user selecting at least one function fi-om a plurality of functions displayed on the display, and 
wherein transaxial movement of t he wheel portion initiates selection of the at least one function. 

^ The method of claim 4 2. further comprising using the thumb wheel to activate the 

bar code reader. 



/ 



Ml- The method of claim 42. further co mprising selecting the displayed function and/or 

item by transaxially moving the thumb wheel. 

45^ The method of claim 4 2. further comprising using a memory card to add 

functionality to the device. 



46- An inventory control system, comprising: 
a network backbone: 

a computer operativelv coupled to the network backbone: and 
a portable data collection de vice onerativcl v coupled to the computer via the network 
backbone, the device comprising: 

a bar code reade r adapted to facilitate collecting information^ 
a thumb wheel that i s rotatable about an axis, the thumb wheel facilitating user 
interaction with the device, the thumb wheel including a wheel portion rotatable about an axis, the 
wheel portion being transaxially moveab le, the wheel portion further being selectably rotatable about 
the aj^is to facilitate a user selecting at lea s t one function from a plurality of functions displayed on 
the display, the thumb wheel bein g transaxially moveable and wherein transaxial movement of the 
wheel portion initiates selection of the at least one function: and 

a transceiver adapted to communicate to the computer a subset of the collected 
information that a user selected via the thumb wheel. 
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